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SUBJECT: AUSTRALIAN AMBASSADOR'S IMPRESSIONS OP UGANDA 
REF: (A) NAIROBI 2146, (B) STATE 037602, (C) NAIROBI 2456 

1. DEPARTMENT OP FOREIGN AFPAIRS CONPIRMED TO EMBASSY GOA'S 
CONSIDERABLE RELUCTANCE TO PERMIT AUSTRALIAN HIGH COMMISSIONER 
DUNN'S OBSERVATIONS CONCERNING HIS RECENT VISIT TO UGANDA 

TO BE USED BY US IN CONNECTION WITH CONCERN OVER HUMAN RIGHTS 
VIOLATIONS BY UGANDA. 

2. PRIMARY CONSIDERATION WAS, OP COURSE, GOA'S DESIRE NOT TO 

TIE POTENTIAL CRITICISM OF UGANDA DIRECTLY TO VISIT TO UGANDA BY 
AUSTRALIA'S DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATIVE TO THAT COUNTRY. 

AUSTRALIA IS PREPARING A REPORT BASED AT LEAST IN PART ON 
DUNN'S VISIT WHICH IT HOPES CAN BE CITED, AS NOTED IN REP C. 

3. SECONDARY REASON WAS GOA'S RELUCTANCE TO HAVE 
AUSTRALIAN DIPLOMATIC REPORT USED BY US POR ITS OWN 
PURPOSES EVEN BEPORE AUSTRALIAN PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEES 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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COULD BE BRIEFED. THE APPEARANCE OF US EAGERNESS TO USE 
WHAT WAS IN PACT A CONFIDENTIAL BRIEPING PROVIDED SOLELY 
POR INPORMATION BY A HIGH-RANKING AUSTRALIAN DIPLOMAT 
RATHER STARTLED WORKING LEVELS IN DFA. AUSTRALIA FULLY 
SHARES US IN APPROPRIATE PORA. IT IS, HOWEVER, A BIT 
SKEPTICAL ABOUT THE WISDOM OF USING ONE-TIME VISITS SUCH 
AS DUNN'S - WHICH WAS UNDERTAKEN POR PURPOSE OP MAINTAINING 
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THE DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WHICH EXIST BETWEEN UGANDA AND 
AUSTRALIA - AS AN OBSERVATION PLATFORM FOR POSSIBLE CRITICISM 
OF THE FORMER. 

4. WE SUSPECT THAT GOA'S RELUCTANCE TO SEE U.S. USE DUNN'S 
COMMENTS, WHICH WERE GIVEN TO U.S. IN CONFIDENCE, WAS 
PROBABLY AT LEAST PARTLY CONDITIONED BY RECENT REVELATION 
THAT THREE PREVIOUS SUCH EXCHANGES (DEBRIEFINGS GIVEN TO 
US EMBASSY OFFICIALS IN BANGKOK, VIENTIANE AND HONG KONG) 

WERE COMPROMISED BY USIS OFFICIAL CURRENTLY UNDER INDICTMENT 
IN WASHINGTON FOR ESPIONAGE. WHILE GOA WANTS TO HAVE FULL 
EXCHANGES BETWEEN US AND AUSTRALIAN DIPLOMATS, IT HOPES THESE 
EXCHANGES WILL BE PROTECTED, AND IT DOES NOT NECESSARILY 
SUBSCRIBE TO THE CONTEMPORARY BELIEF THAT THE BEST WAY TO 
FURTHER FOREIGN POLICY OBJECTIVES IS TO RUSH INTO PRINT 
BY DECLASSIFYING CONFIDENTIAL EXCHANGES. 
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